African

Journal of Range

and Forage
Science

Publishing o
Relevant, High Quality
Research

GRASSLAND SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

wew grassland.org.ed

Website
www.grassland.org.za

Grassroots May 2015

Publication Editor: Pieter Swanepoel
pieterswanepoel@sun.ac.za

Tel: +27 21 808 4668

Assistant Publication Editors:
Janet Taylor

Keletso Mopipi

Administrator: Freyni du Toit
Admin Assistant: Barbara Styan
Layout & Design: Cathrine Versfeld

President: Tony Palmer

Immediate Past President: Igshaan Samuels
Vice-President: Leslie Brown

Honorary Secretary: Michelle Tedder
Honorary Treasurer: Justin du Toit
Scientific Editor: James Bennett

Public Relations Officer: Melvin Swarts
Chairperson - Trust: Rina Grant
Chairperson - PAC: Leslie Brown
Chairperson - COC: Kevin Kirkman
Additional Member PRO: James Puttick
Additional Member Website: Paul Gordijn
Co-opted Member Fundraising: Wayne Trutter

Printed by: LT Printers—Pietermaritzburg

Published & Distributed By
The Grassland Society of Southern Africa

Vol. 15 No. 2 1



11

12

13

Contents

News

Citizens Needed to
Help with Data
Collection

Cropping Africa's Wet
Savannas Would Bring
High Environmental
Costs

Great Gains for
Conservation of SA’s
Grasslands and
Wetlands

Supporting Future
Earth with Global
Geo-information

National Veld Forest
Fire Amendment
Draft Bill, 2015

Launch of the Green
Technologies in South
Africa Report

2016 IRC Call for
Papers

Grassroots May 2015

15

22

27

38

44
45

Features

Managing the Invasive
Alien Plant Parthenium
hysterophorus in South
Africa

Scrub invasion of Open
Grasslands: Soil
Moisture Balance

Production Potential and
Evaluation of
Establishment Methods
to Over-sow Kikuyu

with Grass and Legume
Species

Lowveld Protected

Areas: To Manage or
Not to Manage

Regulars

Editor’s Note

In Memorium

New and Resigned
Members

Vol. 15 No. 2 2



Editor’s Note

elcome to this issue of Grassroots! Congress 50 is just around the corner

and we are looking forward to the half centenary celebrations of the

GSSA in Pietermaritzburg. You will find more information and important
dates on this exciting event on the back page of this issue.

Our grassland scientists play an integral role in conserving wetlands, amongst other
ecosystems. As we are always trying to keep you up-to-date with relevant news on a
wide variety of grassland-relevant topics, we have included two news articles on wet-
land management and conservation within this issue. Furthermore, we bring you
three feature articles. Parthenium hysterophorus is a problem plant which is invading
grazing, cultivated, fallow and protected areas for the conservation of biodiversity. It
has very bad health implications on both animals and people and is definitely a plant
to look out for so as to prevent the spread of it into further areas. In a feature article
by Lorraine Strathie, challenges with this weed are identified, and successful biocon-
trol management of this plant is discussed.

In the second feature article, the impact of soil moisture balance on bush encroach-
ment is debated. This argues that soil moisture balance is the most significant edaphic
feature controlling landscape change, which could have important consequences for
research to control shrub invasion of grasslands. Please feel free to send us your com-
ments to debate these aspects further.

Finally, the strategic over-sowing of temperate grasses and legumes has been found
to be an economical forage-based way to improve the dry matter production, forage
quality and milk production potential of kikuyu based pasture systems. Research re-
sults from Outeniqua Research Farm near George, provides the latest information on
establishing grass-legume mixtures into kikuyu using various mechanical and herbi-
cidal methods.
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